SIR JOHN DENHAM, 1668.

Old Chaucer, like tne morning Star,
To us difcovers day from far,
His light thofe Mills and Clouds diflbiv'd,
Which our dark Nation long involv'd ;
But he defcending to the fhades,
Darknefs again the Age invades.
Next (like Aurora) Spencer rofe,

Whofe purple blufh the day forefhows;
*****

By ShakefpearSjJohnfons, Fletcher s lines,
Our Stages luftre Rome's outfhines:
Thefe Poets neer our Princes fleep,

And in one Grave their Manfion keep;
*****

Time, which made them their Fame outlive,
To Cowly fcarce did ripenefs give.
Old Mother Wit, and Nature gave
Shakefpear and Fletcher all they have;
In Spencer, and mfohnfon, Art
Of flower Nature got the ftart;

Poems and Translations, with The Sophy. 1668. pp.
89, 90. On Mr. Abraham Cowley, his Death and
Burial amongst the Ancient Poets.

Did Sir John really think that Shakespere was buried in Westminster
bey, as the above lines would seem to imply ? Cowley died in 1667, his
nd Denham in 1668. L. T. S.]